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of lost property acquired a valid title thereto as against all the 
world except the true owner, citing the decision in Bridges v. 
Hawkesworth, 7 E. L. & E. 424, 1851. Commenting upon this 
rule, he says : ' ' We may not, from this case, however, safely con- 
clude that the local situation of the property is always to be disre- 
garded. ' ' A case decided by Lord Chief Justice Russell, while this 
work was in press. South Staffordshire Water Co. v. Sharman 
[1896], 2 Q. B. 44, 35 Am. Law Reg. & Rev. N. S. 588, greatly 
modifies the general rule and fortifies the author's comment. 

This edition should be welcomed by the profession ; the name 
of its publishers explains its superior mechanical excellence. 

W. B. L. 



Studies in the Civil Law and Its Relations to the Law of 
England and America. By William Wirt Howe, of the Bar 
of New Orleans. Boston: Little, Brown & Co. 1896. 

This volume contains a series of lectures, delivered in the Yale 
Law School, by the author, as W. L. Storrs, Professor of Municipal 
Law, for the year 1894, expanded and rearranged for publication. 
As the Civil Law is the basis of the Louisiana Code, and the author 
has been a Justice of the Supreme Court of that State, and now is 
a leading practitioner of the New Orleans Bar, he is especially 
fitted to deal with the subject. 

The introduction contains an historical sketch of great interest, 
tracing the growth of Roman Law through three periods : the first, 
called the Regal ; the second, the Republican, and the third, the 
Imperial. The Twelve Tables, the Perpetual Edict, the Responsa 
Prudentium, the Constitutions, the Codes, the Institutes and the 
Digest are all treated most attractively. 

The second chapter deals more particularly with the Jurisconsults 
and the Law Schools, while the third, and perhaps most interest- 
ing chapter, treats of the historical relation of the Roman Law to 
the Law of England. The author traces, in a rapid and compre- 
hensive manner, the influence of that law in England, from the 
Roman Conquest, through the period of re-conversion to Chris- 
tianity after the Saxon Conquest, through the Norman Invasion, 
which brought in the Churchmen, learned in the Civil Law, and 
then through the time of the Archbishops and Chancellors who fol- 
lowed, down to the present. To show how great has been the 
effect of this influence, several examples are given, and the law of 
probate and admiralty, the rules governing the question of testa- 
mentary capacity in case of alleged insanity, the law of corpora- 
tions, the rules on the subject of alluvion, the law of bailments, 
the law of estoppel by judgment, trial by jury and the doctrines of 
habeas corpus, are all shown to be taken directly, or largely 
derived, from the Roman Law. 

Following a division with which all Common Law students are 
familiar. Judge Howe next deals with persons and then with things. 
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In the chapter on persons, the author calls attention to the fact 
that the Romans had the conception of the firm as an entity, dis- 
tinct from its members, regarding the members as agents of the 
firm, thus working out substantially the same theory of agency and 
of liability in partnerships as in corporations. 

The Common Law distinction between real and personal property 
was entirely unknown to the Civil Law, and to-day the heir in 
Louisiana is heir of both, and the administrator is administrator of 
all the property of the deceased, under the orders of the court. 

Obligations form the subject of the sixth and the five succeeding 
chapters. We are cautioned not to confound the term ' ' obliga- 
tion," as used in the Civil Law, with a mere writing obligatory, 
i. e., an instrument under seal, as it is sometimes employed in 
English Law. It signifies a tie of some kind, binding one to the 
performance of an act which ought to be done. Using the word 
in this sense, the sources of obligations are first considered, namely : 
(i) Contracts; (2) Quasi - Contracts ; (3) Offences; (4) Quasi- 
Offences ; (5) The Operation of Law. The different classifica- 
tions of obligations in the Civil Law are given, all of them valu- 
able in throwing light upon Common Law Contracts. 

The chapter on Obligations quasi ex contractu is an able summary 
of a branch of the law, which has only of late attracted much 
attention among common lawyers, and was itself of sufficient 
importance to warrant the issuance of a treatise by Professor W. A. 
Keener in 1893. 

The chapter on Obligations, ex delicto and quasi ex delicto, pre- 
sents some interesting ideas upon the subjects of torts and negli- 
gence. The doctrines of proximate cause and of contributory 
negligence, as is well known, were in contemplation of the Roman 
Commentators. 

The twelfth chapter contains a brief sketch of the Roman Family, 
thus introducing a discussion of the rules governing succession. 

The thirteenth chapter is devoted to procedure, and the last 
furnishes a concrete example of studies in the Civil Law, in the 
life of Judge Martin, whose name is so well known to the profession 
through his reports. 

An appendix contains the Twelve Tables in their present frag- 
mentary form, and also extracts from the Institutes. 

The volume shows the expenditure of much time and labor, and 
the excellent style renders it attractive even to the merely curious 
reader. A. G. D. 



A Treatise on the Law Pertaining to Corporate Finances. 
By William A. Reid, of the New York Bar. Albany : H. B. 
Parsons. 1896. Two Volumes. 

In the preface this work is described as "Practical Treatise upon 
the Law of Corporate Finance — the Financial Operations and 
Arrangements of Public and Private Corporations —as declared by 



